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UM-MSU STUDY IMPACTS OF SYNTHETIC 
FUEL DEVELOPMENT IN MONTANA
MISSOULA--
A study on possible impacts of synthetic fuel development in Montana, done 
under contract with the Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation 
by the University of Montana and Montana State University, is nearing completion.
Dr. Ron Erickson, coordinator of the UM Environmental Studies Program and 
co-director of the study with Lauren McKinsey of the MSU political science faculty, 
said their report will be submitted in August.
He said the report will consist of an annotated bibliography and a commentary, 
which will serve as a source document for state use, particularly for facility 
siting.
The study, which started in May, received support from a $45,000 Ford 
Foundation grant to the Montana University System. The grant was part of a 
Ford Foundation program to encourage cooperation between state governments and 
universities and make it easier for government to tap the expertise of faculty 
specialists.
Erickson said those from the UM who are working on the study include 
Dr. Raymond L. Gold, professor of sociology, and William D. Tomlinson, environmental 
studies research specialist.
UM graduate students or former graduate students involved in the study are 
Karen Espeseth, Bi1 lings; Judy Majewski, Missoula; Gael Bissell, Greenville, Del.; 
and Chris Kronberg, Madison, N.J.
###
